
- - 
r= 

c V k ! !  
CORRES CONTROL 
INCOMING LlR NO 

5.' 

I I  
+ I  

I !  

I I  

Revrewed for Addressee 
Cones Contrd RFP 

J-n-41 
DATE BY 

RelLa x 

Ms JudyBruch 
Rocky Fiats Program Unit 
Colorado Department of Health 
4210 East 1 lth Avenue 
Denver, Colorado 80220-37 16 

cDepartment of Energy 

ROCKY FLATS OFFICE 
P 0 BOX 928 

DearMs Bruch 

The purpose of this letter is to transrmt to you data for amenmum analyses from OUT 
Terminal Pond A-4, and to request your concurrence to ininate discharges from this Pond 
as soon as possible 

As we have previously mformed you, our lnitial data from split samples taken on July 30, 
1991, from Pond A 4  indicated that amenclum levels in Pond A-4 may have been in excess 
of the State of  Colorado site-specific stream standard for this parameter of 0 05 picoCunes 
per hter (pCdI) Two split samples were taken and analyzed by our on-site laboratones in 
Buildrng 123 The results for these split samples were 0 084 and 0 120 pCdi The 
planchets for these samples were subsequently recounted, and yielded values of 0 048 and 
0 098 p W ,  respecnvely All data referred to m this letter are summanzed m the attached 
tables 

The value for the barch blank for these samples was high, however, yieldmg a result of 
0 35 pCd Am This value was sufficiently hgh such that our laboratones rejected I t  as an 
outlier and &d not use this value m calculamg the mean blank (the mean blank value is 
used to calculate background, which is then subtracted to yield the final data values) The 
high value of  this batch blank, together with our laboratory's rejection of this value, leads 
us to believe that the data generated m this sample run are suspect and are erroneously high 

We subsequently re-analyzed both sample sphts in duplicate Of the four re-analyses, three 
were considered valid by our laboratones (one was rejected because of poor planchet 
charactensucs) Of the three valid re-analyses, all were less than the 0 05 pCfl standard, 
and averaged 0 028 pCd For all these re-analyses, batch blank values were high, rangng 
from 0 16 to 0 19 pCdi, these values were not rejected by our laboratones as outliers, 
however 

We have also mcluded data from Pond A-4 from a raw water sample gathered July 23 as 
part of our ongoing in-pond charactenzatlon program This sample was analyzed m 
duplicate by TMA/Norcal Laboratones i n  kchmond, Cahfornia The Am values for the 
two splir samples were 0 01 1 and 0 008 pC1.4 If these results are then averaged wth the 
other results gathered for July 30 (assurmng that the two counts for the frst analysis of the 
July 30 samples are averaged together to produce a single value), the resulnng average 
value for all samples and valid analyses is 0 040 pCfl We beheve that an analysis of the 
data in this regard provides jusnfication for discharge, gven your organizanon's prevlous 
deremnanon that the amencium standard should be interpreted and implemented as a 
runrung thirty-day average value 
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We thekfore beheve that the Am data gathered pnor to release provide two forms of 
justdicatlon for dscharge First, we believe that the hgh batch blank value for our ininal 
analyses from split samples taken on July 30 cast substantial doubt upon the 
representauveness of these results, and that the data from our re-analyses of these samples 
JusMiably can and should be used to evaluate the SuitabiIity of Pond A-4 for discharge 
Second, the inclusion of the Am results for the in-pond sample of July 23 with all the July 
30 data (includmg those results we believe to be unrepresentanve) yelds an average value 
less than the State standard Consistent wth your prewous rnterpretation of this standard, 
we beheve that ths average result provides jusnficanon for dlscharge 

All dscharges from Pond A-4 dunng this chscharge episode wlll be treated using 
prefiltrauon and granular acnvated carbon Discharges wll be coordmated wlth all 
interested pames, i n  pmcular the City of Broodield We request concurrence from your 
agency to inihate discharge as soon as possible, since water levels in Pond A 4  are nsing 
rapidly and we wish to mantan safe water levels and adequate capacity to store addmonal 
inflow 

If you have any questions regarding our request, please call either me or Mr Tom Lukow 
of my staff at 966-6246 

Sincerely, 

David Qdf& P Simonson 

Assistant Manager 
for Enwonmental Management 

Enclosure 

cc wEnclosure 
G Wilson, City of Broomfield 
S Nachmeb, City of Westminster 
K Scott, City of Norrhglenn 
B Hart, City of Thornton 
R Shankland, U S EPA Region VI11 

w/o Enclosure 
T Lukow,RFO 
J Rampe,WO 
J Kersh, EG&G 
D Hauser, RFO 
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